
\
I I \ \

\\
I \ \ I u .~

\
I

-0

\\
I , , " " "

i
\ \

-0 '" "

\
I

\
0 ot:

I

\
- \

, 0 0

\ \ "', I \
z

, \

+
on

~::-->
*

KENT EXCELtENCE IN BUSINESS AWARDS

The winners are...

LARGE BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
Reeves, Canterbury,
Chatham Maritime
and London
This successful accounting firm
has been in business for more than
a century. Founded in 1897, it was
known as Reeves & Neylan until
2010 when a major re~branding
exercise launched a new design
theme across the business.
Reeves confounds any suggestion
that accountants are dull. Reeves and its tax partner Clive Relfhave become
well known for their entertaining interpretation of government budgets.
Mr Re1fhas previously been James Bond and John McEnrOe and this year
dressed up as the Great Houdini. •
Reeves' services range from the completion of personal tax returns to
dealing with the statutory audit obligations of large finns with a £15Om
turnover.
More recent specialist services include tax consulting, valuation, insolvency,
corporate finance, pension advice and wealth management.
Reeves has boosted turnover and profitability in the past four years. while
the acquisition in 2010 of London-based practice F W Stephens accelerated
growth.
It has won a string of awards, including Accountancy Age UK Top Tax
Practice. The business provides free professional advice to good causes.

SME BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
Bedfont Scientific,
Harrietsham
Rising demand for equipment.that
can analyse human breath has
made Bedfont a well-known name
in medical circles at home and
abroad.
The finn, set up in 1976, designs
products ranging from exhaled
breath monitors that help smokers
quit the habit to one that helps
saves the lives of premature babies.
Others measure airway inflammation in asthma sufferers, monitor carbon
monoxide poisoning or aid in the diagnosis of gastro-intestinal disorders.
Bedfont has invested heavily in research, development and technical
expertise to drive product innovation. It also invests in staff development,
with commitment by company owner Trevor Smith to develop in-house
skills and succession planning.
The finn. which employs 30 people, recently moved from Medway to new
premises close to Harrietsham railway station where it has renovated a
fonner Victorian tram shed.
Bedfont has won a number of awards and was named Medway Business of
the Year in 2010.

BEST LEISURE AND TOURISM BUSINESS

Broadhembury
Holiday Park,
Ashford
Since 1969, Broadhembury has
been welcoming holidaymakers
to its caravans, camping site and
holiday homes.
The domestic high-speed trains
have brought Ashford to within 37
minutes of London and the owners
promote the park as an excellent base from which to explore the sights of
London. returning in the evening to the quiet of the Kentish countryside.
Recession has helped by encouraging more people to holiday at home and
enjoy"staycations."
The IO-acre park constantly invests in its facilities and maintains high
standards, offering its clients Wi-fi and computer access.
The park was granted five stars - 'excellent' - by VisitBritain, boosting
business from Holland, France and Germany in particular. The park also
won 100 of the year award.
Staff are key to any service business and visitors frequently comment
on their friendliness in questionnaires. The business is run with as little
environmental impact as possible.

Bedfont Scientific,
Harrietsham
To win this demanding category
requires scientific know-
how, thorough research and
development, appreciation of
market need, high quality outputs
and skilful marketing.
Bedfont Scientific - also KEiBA
SME Business of the Year- has
these qualities in abundance. As
judges remarked. it combines them with 'impressive business acumen'.
And, even more importantly, its products save lives. Bedfont was set up in
1976 and since then has become a world leader in breath analysis equipment
for medical applications. They include the Smoke~lyzer (to help people
quit smoking), NObreath (to measure inflammation in asthma and other
respiratory diseases), ToxCO+- (to diagnose carbon monoxide poisoning),
Gastro (to diagnose gastro-intestinal disorders) and NOxBOX (to help save
the lives of premature babies).
Bedfont has boosted its R&D and engineering resources in recent years to
develop new products.lts next goals are to exceed £7m turnover and launch
at least three products.


